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NSC BRIEFING 10 December 1933

IX.

i1,

CANBODIA-THRAILAND-LAOS

Cambodia facing growing threat of Communimt subversion, Weakms:sges

due largely to quixotic, cne-man rule of Prince Sihanocuk,

A. Sibanouk has unilaterally concluded politieal and economie agree-
ments with Sino-Soviet blec over past two yoears,

B. ChiCom embassy new in Phnom Penh, after diplomatic relatic
established last July. Peiping has fins opportunity for my:ing
new inroads among 300,000 Ow?r'aaa Chinese. (Soviets, Polus,
and Cmechs also Xi{~:;§£:£§:i in Phoom Peah.)

C. Buddhist clergy and Vietnamese minorities and Cambodian fauth alsc
important targeta. Commies have penstrated educational syr:tem.

D. Cambodian-lsnguage radio broadcasts, movies, literature, eic,,
used by Commies expand influence.

Developing Commie economic aid programs and trade avenues are lonpg-

range threats of major sigaificance.

A. Bloc aid conmists of $28 millioa Pledged by Chicoms plus token
amounts from rest of bloc. (US has extended $150 million siasce
1885; current annual coantribution has dropped toc %30 milliien.)

Frequent government shakeups uader Sihanouk's erratic lesdership

25X1
precludes strong administration needed for effective counteraction,

1v.

Sibanouk still firmly in saddle with no immediate prospects his

eclipse,

A. Threat of coup by rightist elemsents considered remote.
B. Dissatisfaction im official circles no serious threat a8 yeo.
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Sikancuk’s recent decision (25 Novenber) to break diplomatic
relations with Thailand is example of his unpredictable aature.
Action has precipisated Thai-Cambodian crisis.

A. Evidence imdicates Sihanouk's move stemmed solaly from sudimn
anger over Thai press articles which, though oritical, seeaxd
relatively mild in tome.

This action came at time when Marshal Sarit, himself dictateri:

and inelined to spur-of-moment decisiens, was being threatened Ly

rising factionalism among politically ambitious subordinates.

A, BSarit seized on Cambodian "“insult™ to unify kis followers.

B. 3arit bas made strong, probably unacceptable demaqds on Castodians
and both countries informally circulating charges publicly 55X 1
and at BN,

Peiping sympathetic to Cambodia's side of story

A. Cambodia may eventually tura to Communist China for support,
as it did iast summer in squabble with South Vietnam.

1. Sihsnouk would seek Peiping's support in hepe of maintaianing
his nsutralist positioa in Southeast Asis.

Viil.In Laos, parlismentary governmeat seems to be falling apart,

A. Pro~¥West Premier Phoul, fesring be cannot long depend on his
Slim majority in National Assembly, believes smrmy coup is Hait
solution for effective, anti-Communist goverameat.
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